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Assessed by: ………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

 

The information contained in this document is provided by the Fire and Emergency Services Authority (FESA) 

voluntarily as a public service.  It has been prepared in good faith and is derived from sources believed to be 

reliable and accurate at the time of assessment.  Nevertheless, the reliability and accuracy of the information 

cannot be guaranteed and FESA expressly disclaims liability for any act or omission done or not done in 

reliance on the information and for any consequences, whether direct or indirect, arising from such act or 

omission. 

 

This document is intended to be a guide only and residents should obtain their own independent advice and 

make their own necessary inquiries. 
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How to conduct a bush fire hazard assessment 
 
1. Introduction 
 
The purpose of this “Hospital bush fire survivability assessment” is to enable 
Health Department staff to assess the vulnerable points of the Hospital and its 
surroundings in regard to a potential bush fire attack.  Once the vulnerability 
are identified the Health Department can decide what further actions are 
required. 
 
This guide has been developed by FESA for the Health Department and is 
only an indicative guide designed to provide assistance to the Health 
Department.  There are a number of components that are subjective in their 
assessment and consequently each assessor will interpret the situation with 
some personal bias and variations in knowledge.  The guide has been 
designed to minimise these deficiencies but they will remain to a greater or 
lesser degree.  The level of bush fire behaviour knowledge, building 
construction standards and vegetation type, age and structure will all 
influence the outputs from the assessments utilising this guide. 
 
The guide is designed to consider the following: 

1. Classifying the bush fire attack level – this involves classifying the 
vegetation, determining the slope of the area, and determining the 
survivability of the buildings by considering the construction standards 
and the distance from the predominant vegetation. 

2. Assessing the potential vulnerability of the building construction to bush 
fire attack 

3. Assessing the building protection zone (BPZ) or the “20 metre circle of 
safety”.  As a consequence of the sensitive nature of hospitals and the 
difficulty of moving patients the Hospital BPZ (HBPZ) has been 
increased to 40 metres 

4. Assessing the hazard separation zone (HSZ).  As a consequence of 
the sensitive nature of hospitals and the difficulty of moving patients the 
Hospital HSZ (HHSZ) has been increased to 200 metres 

5. Assessing the fuel loads and vegetation within the zones 
 
 
2. Classifying the bush fire attack level  
 
The methodology for the assessment of bush fire attack in these guidelines is 
based on the methodology used in Australian Standard AS 3959: 
Construction of Buildings in Bushfire-Prone Areas (AS 3959-2009). 
 
The methodology rates bush fire attack using a combination of vegetation 
type (i.e. fuel type, load and structure) and the distance from the predominant 
vegetation. It assumes a forest fire danger index of 80 scenario in so far as 
weather conditions and fire behaviour are concerned. The methodology is 
also based on the underlying assumption that land in Western Australia is 
predominantly undulating with relatively short, steep inclines. 
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The methodology specifies six bush fire attack levels BAL  low, BAL - 12.5, 

BAL – 19, BAL - 29, BAL - 40 and BAL - FZ  and also identifies the 
appropriate AS 3959 construction standard for each hazard level.1  The bush 
fire attack level BAL – 19 for example, indicates the potential exposure of the 
site to heat flux exposure thresholds, expressed as kW/m²  i.e. the building 
will be exposed to a maximum heat flux exposure of 19kW/m².  The building 
should therefore be constructed to withstand a heat flux to that level if it is 
expected to survive the fire attack.  The building standards required to 
achieve the survival are contained in “Australian Standard 3959 (2009) 
Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas.” 
 
The Bush Fire Attack Assessment process involves eight discrete steps as 
follows. Some of these steps may be able to be combined during the actual 
assessment process. 
 
Step 1: Determine the area to be assessed 

 
Use an appropriately scaled map or aerial photo and define the area that is to 
be the subject of the bush fire attack assessment. 
 
The bush fire attack assessment area should, as a minimum, include: 

 all land within 200 metres of the external boundaries of the Hospital in 
question or within 100 meters of a vegetation change if the vegetation is 
not homogenous. 

 All vegetation on land within 1,000 metres of the Hospital should be 
considered as a potential bush fire fuel 

 
Step 2: Identify vegetation type, determine vegetation class and create a Vegetation 
Classes Map 

 
Use Table 1 and Figure 1 (at the end of this section) to identify which 
vegetation type or types predominate in the bush fire hazard assessment 
area, and then classify these vegetation types into more generalised 
vegetation classes. 
 
Where there are various vegetation types in the assessment area the areas 
greater than 0.25 hectares are to be identified and mapped.  Areas of varying 
vegetation less than 0.25 hectares may be identified and mapped if required. 
 
Map the results of the analysis to create a Vegetation Classes Map covering 
the bush fire hazard assessment area. 
 

Step 3: Distance of the site from classified vegetation 

 

For each vegetation type classified in Step 2, determine the distance of the 
Hospital from the classified vegetation, measured in the horizontal plane. 

                                                 
1
 It should be noted that any modification to vegetation type or distance from vegetation will also 

modify the bush fire attack and therefore the AS 3959 construction standard required. 
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Step 4: Determine average slope, map average slope and create an Average Slope Map 

 

Slope refers to the slope under the classified vegetation in relation to the 
building—not the slope between the vegetation and the building. 

For each vegetation type classified in Step 2, determine the effective 
slope (in degrees) of the land under the classified vegetation and whether 
it is upslope or downslope in relation to the hospital. 

 
Effective slope of land under classified vegetation is presented in degrees, 
approximate slope ratios and percentages. As fires travel slower down a hill, 
all classified vegetation that is upslope will assume a value of 0° (i.e., flat 
land). 
 

Step 5: Determination of Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) 

The determination of Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) for a site shall be 
determined in accordance with the following: 

 Select the relevant table from Table 2. 

 Using the relevant table, determine the Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) 
for each of the vegetation classifications determined in Step 2, the 
distance from the site determined at Step 3 and the effective slope 
determined at Step 4. 

Select the highest Bushfire Attack Level (BAL) obtained from Table 2 for that 
site. 
 
Step 6: Determination of the appropriate construction requirements 

 
Use the combined information created in previous steps to determine the 
bush fire attack levels and appropriate construction standard within the bush 
fire hazard assessment area.  The specific construction standards can be 
obtained from “Australian Standard 3959 (2009) Construction of buildings in 
bushfire-prone areas.”  Table 1 provides guidance to the relevant section of 
“Australian Standard 3959 (2009) Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone 
areas” if a reference is required. 
 
Step 7: Determining the survivability of the Hospital 

 
Conduct a physical inspection of the: 

 The Hospital construction standard 

 The HBPZ 

 The HHSZ 

 Vegetation structure, age and fuel load 
 
By combining all components it will be possible to determine the potential of 
the Hospital to withstand a bush fire attack 
 
Step 8: Determination of the enhancements required 

 
After the analysis of the survivability of the hospital it is essential to determine 
actions that will be taken.  That may include: 
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 the construction enhancements to the buildings, 

 the remodelling and restructuring of the vegetation in both the HBPZ 
and HHSZ or 

 acknowledging that the Hospital is unable to meet the appropriate level 
of survivability and should not contain students above certain bush fire 
threat thresholds. 

 
 
TABLE 1: BUSHFIRE ATTACK LEVELS AND CORRESPONDING SECTIONS 

FOR SPECIFIC CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS 

Bushfire 

Attack Level 

(BAL) 

Classified vegetation 

within 100 m of the site 

and heat flux exposure 

thresholds 

Description of predicted bush fire 

attack and levels of exposure 

Construction 

Section as per 

AS 3959 

BAL—LOW  

There is insufficient risk to warrant 

specific construction requirements.  

Despite this, FESA strongly 
recommends that ember protection 
features be incorporated in design 
where practicable. 

4 

BAL—12.5 12.5 kW/m2 Ember attack 3 and 5 

BAL—19 
>12.5 kW/m2  

19 kW/m2 

Increasing levels of ember attack and 

burning debris ignited by windborne 

embers together with increasing heat flux  

3 and 6 

BAL—29 
>19 kW/m2 

29 kW/m2 

Increasing levels of ember attack and 

burning debris ignited by windborne 

embers together with increasing heat flux 

3 and 7 

BAL—40 
>29 kW/m2 

40 kW/m2 

Increasing levels of ember attack and 

burning debris ignited by windborne 

embers together with increasing heat flux 

with the increased likelihood of exposure 

to flames 

3 and 8 

BAL—FZ >40 kW/m2 
Direct exposure to flames from fire front 

in addition to heat flux and ember attack 
3 and 9 
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Table 2: Vegetation Type and Class (Text Description) 

Vegetation 

classification 

(See Tables 

2.4.1 – 2.4.4) 

Vegetation Type 

Figure 

No. in  

Fig 2.3 

Description 

A 

Forest 

Tall open forest 
Tall woodland 

01 
02 

Trees over 30 metres high; 30-70% foliage cover; (may include 
understorey ranging from rainforest and tree ferns to low trees 
and tall shrubs). Found in areas of high reliable rainfall. 
Typically dominated by eucalypts. 

Open forest  
Low open forest 

03 
04 

Trees 10-30 metres high; 30-70% foliage cover; (may include 
understorey of sclerophyllous low trees and tall scrubs or 
grass). Typically dominated by eucalypts. 

Pine Plantation Not 
shown in 

Figure 
2.3 

Trees 10-30 metres in height at maturity generally comprising 
Pinus species or other softwood species, planted as a single 
species for the production of timber. 

B 

Woodland 

Woodland 
Low woodland 

 

05 Trees 10-30 metres high; 10-30% foliage cover dominated by 
eucalypts; understorey low trees to tall shrubs typically 
dominated by Acacia, Callitris or Casuarina. 

Low woodland 
Low open woodland 

Open shrubland 

06 
07 
08 
09 

Low trees and shrubs 2-10 metres high; foliage cover less than 
10%. Dominated by eucalypts and acacias. Often have a grassy 
understorey or low shrubs. Acacias and Casuarina woodlands 
grade to Atriplex shrublands in the arid and semi-arid zones. 

C 

Shrubland 

 

Closed heath 
Open heath 

10 
11 

Found in wet areas but which are affected by poor soil fertility or 
shallow soils. Shrubs 1-2 metres high often comprising Banksia, 
Acacia, Hakea and Grevillea. Wet heaths occur in sands 
adjoining dunes of the littoral (shore) zone. Montane heaths 
occur on shallow or water-logged soils. 

Low shrubland 12 Shrubs <2 metres high; greater than 30% foliage cover.  
Understoreys can contain grasses, Acacia and Casuarina often 
dominant in the arid and semi arid zones. 

D 

Scrub 

Closed scrub 13 Found in areas wet enough to support eucalypts trees, which 
are affected by poor soil fertility or shallow soils. >30% foliage 
cover. Dry heaths occur in rocky areas.  Shrubs 1-2 metres 
high. Often coastal wetlands. 

Open scrub 14 Trees greater than 2 metres high, 10-30% foliage cover. 
Dominated by eucalypts or co-dominant melaleuca and 
myoporum with a  mixed understorey 

E 

Mallee/ Mulga 

Tall shrubland 15 Vegetation dominated by shrubs (especially eucalypts and 
acacias) with a multi-stemmed habit; usually greater than 2 
metres in height <30% foliage cover. Understorey of widespread 
to dense low shrubs (Acacia) or sparse grasses. 

F 

Rainforest 

Tall closed forest 
Closed forest 

Low closed forest 

16 
17 
18 

Trees 10-40 metres in height; >90% foliage cover; understorey 
may contain a large number of species with a variety of heights.  

G 

Grassland 

(unmanaged) 

(Appears in 

Table 2.4.3 

FDI 50, only – 

See Note 1) 

Low open shrubland 
Hummock grassland 

Closed tussock grassland 
Tussock grassland 

Open tussock 
Sparse open tussock 
Dense sown pasture 

Sown pasture 
Open herbfield 

Sparse open herbfield 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

All forms including situations with shrubs and trees if the 
overstorey foliage cover is less than 10%  

NOTES:  

1 Grassland, although classified as unmanaged, is not considered in the category of bush fire attack, except in Tasmania 

see Clause 2.4.2 

2 Overstoreys of Open Woodland, Low Open Woodland, Tall Open Shrubland and Low Open Shrubland should be 

classified to the vegetation type on the basis of their understoreys, others to be classified on the basis of their 

overstoreys. 

3 Vegetation height is the average height of the top of the overstorey.  
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Figure 1: Vegetation Type and Class (Graphic Description) 
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Table: 3 DETERMINATION OF BUSH FIRE ATTACK LEVEL (BAL) 

Vegetation 

classification 

Bush fire Attack Levels (BALs) 

BAL—FZ BAL—40 BAL—29 BAL—19 BAL—12.5 

Distance (m) of the site from the predominant vegetation class 

Vegetation is upslope and flat land (0 degrees) 

A. Forest <16 16–<21 21–<31 31–<42 42–<100 

B. Woodland <10 10–<14 14–<20 20–<29 29–<100 

C. Shrubland <10 10–<13 13–<19 19–<27 27–<100 

D. Scrub <7 7–<9 9–<13 13–<19 19–<100 

E. Mallee/Mulga <6 6–<8 8–<12 12–<17 17–<100 

F. Rainforest <6 6–<9 9–<13 13–<19 19–<100 

 Vegetation is downslope (building is upslope)  >0 to 5 degrees 

A. Forest <20 20–<27 27–<37 37–<50 50–<100 

B. Woodland <13 13–<17 17–<25 25–<35 35–<100 

C. Shrubland <11 11–<15 15–<22 22–<31 31–<100 

D. Scrub <7 7–<10 10–<15 15–<22 22–<100 

E. Mallee/Mulga <7 7–<9 9–<13 13–<20 20–<100 

F. Rainforest <8 8–<11 11–<17 17–<24 24–<100 

 Vegetation is downslope (building is upslope) >5 to 10 degrees 

A. Forest <26 26–<33 33–<46 46–<61 61–<100
 

B. Woodland <16 16–<22 22–<31 31–<43 43–<100 

C. Shrubland <12 12–<17 17–<24 24–<35 35–<100 

D. Scrub <8 8–<11 11–<17 17–<25 25–<100 

E. Mallee/Mulga <7 7–<10 10–<15 15–<23 23–<100 

F. Rainforest <11 11–<15 15–<22 22–<31 31–<100 

 Vegetation is downslope (building is upslope) >10 to 15 degrees 

A. Forest <33 33–<42 42–<56 56–<73 73–<100
 

B. Woodland <21 21–<28 28–<39 39–<53 53–<100 

C. Shrubland <14 14–<19 19–<28 28–<39 39–<100 

D. Scrub <9 9–<13 13–<19 19–<28 28–<100 

E. Mallee/Mulga <8 8–<11 11–<18 18–<26 26–<100 

F. Rainforest <14 14–<19 19–<28 28–<39 39–<100 

 Downslope >15 to 20  degrees 

A. Forest <42 42–<52 52–<68 68–<87 87–<100
 

B. Woodland <27 27–<35 35–<48 48–<64 64–<100
 

C. Shrubland <15 15–<21 21–<31 31–<43 43–<100 

D. Scrub <10 10–<15 15–<22 22–<31 31–<100 

E. Mallee/Mulga <9 9–<13 13–<20 20–<29 29–<100 

F. Rainforest <18 18–<25 25–<36 36–<48 48–<100 

Notes: 
1. Siting of residential development in the BAL - FZ and BAL - 40 zone is not recommended. 
2. The separation distances in the table align with the tables within AS 3959. 
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Physical Assessments 
 
Hospital Building 
 

Construction standard YES NO ? 

1 Are the hospital buildings constructed to the potential 
bush fire attack standards? 

   

2 What are the walls constructed from?    

 Timber, cellulose cement, brick, other -     

3 Does the hospital have louvered windows?    

4 Does the hospital have fly wire (not fibreglass) on 
doors and windows? 

   

5 Does the hospital have boxed eaves?    

6 Does the hospital have a metal roof?     

7 If Yes is it sarked?    

8 Are the gutters clear of leaves and litter?    

9 Does the hospital have shade cloth placed adjacent to 
or affixed to the buildings? 

   

10 Does the hospital have gaps (>2mm in diameter) in 
which embers could enter the roof, walls or under the 
hospital? 

   

11 Is the underfloor area enclosed?    

12 Are there (tall) plants adjacent (within 4 metres) of 
windows? 

   

13 Are the window frames wood, aluminium or other 
material?  

Wood Alum Other 

14 Are there tree crowns within 4 metres of the Hospital?    

15 Are there door mats adjacent to areas that may trap 
embers? 

   

16 Does the hospital have evaporative air conditioning?    

17 Does the evaporative air conditioning have an ember 
protective cover and is it applied? 

   

18  Does the hospital have sky lights in the roof?    

19 If yes, are they plastic, plain glass, wired glass, other?    

20 Are there wooden benches or plastic chairs located 
below window? 

   

21  Have the hospital staff undertaken bush fire 
preparedness measures and have a bush fire plan? 
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Hospital Building Protection Zone :   40 metres ‘Circle of 

Safety’ 

YES NO ? 

1 Is there tall (> 10 cm high) vegetation (grass) within 20 
meters of the hospital, other than the odd shrub (not 
clumped)? 

   

2 How close are the shrubs to the building?   metres 

3 Are the shrubs adjacent to the potentially soft entry 

points into the building e.g. windows, sliding doors, 

eaves not boxed etc? 

   

4 Is there dead material in the crown of the shrub 
vegetation? 

>50% 20-

50% 

<20% 

5 Are the tree crowns greater than 10 – 15 metres apart?    

6 Have the trees been pruned of their lower limbs, to a 
height of 2m? 

   

7 Is there heaped vegetation or other flammable material 
close to the hospital (within the HBPZ)? 

   

8 Is there more that 2 t/ha of available fuel in the HBPZ? 
(refer to the FESA visual fuel load guide) 

   

9 Does the hospital have solid fences within 5 m of the 
buildings? 

   

10 If Yes, are they constructed of material that will burn?    

11 Does it burn or lose rigidity and impact onto the integrity 
of the hospital? 

   

12 Are there flammable liquids stored in the hospital or 
surroundings? 

   

13 Are the gas cylinders appropriately placed and protected 
from radiant heat? 

   

14 Are the gas bottles placed so that if they vent it is away 
from the hospital building? 

   

15 Is there anything obvious that exposes the hospital to an 
unreasonable level of threat?  
If yes describe: 
………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………… 
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Hospital Hazard Separation Zone (HHSZ)  within 200metres 
of the hospital 

   

1 What is the distance between the hospital and the 
principal vegetation : 

 <16m (BAL - FZ),  

 16 – <21m (BAL – 40),  

 21 - <31 (BAL - 29),  

 31 - <42m (BAL - 19),  

 42 – 100m (BAL – 12.5),  

 >100m (BAL – Low)? 

   

2 What Is the principal vegetation type?    F, W, S, MM, G    

  YES NO ? 

3 Is the site sloped? 
(to the nearest 5°) 

   

4 If yes, is the hospital upslope from the predominant 
vegetation? 

   

5 Is there more that 5t/ha of available fuel in the HSZ? 
If yes, what Is the estimated tonnage? 
(refer to the FESA visual fuel load guide) 

   

Vegetation code - F = Forest, W = Woodland, S = Shrubland, 

MM = Mallee/mulga G = Grassland/pasture T = Tropical savanna 

woodland 

 

 

Degrees to slope 

 

Degrees Slope 

5 1 : 11.3 

6 1 : 9.5 

7 1 : 8.1 

8 1 : 7.1 

9 1 : 6.3 

10 1 : 5.7 

11 1 : 5.2 

14 1 : 4 

15 1 : 3.7 

20 1 : 2.7 

25 1 : 2.1 

30 1 :1.7 
 

Slope to Rate of Spread (RoS) 

Relationship 

 

Slope ° RoS multiplier 

+ 5 1.4 

+ 10 2 

+ 15 3 

+20 4 

  

- 5 0.75 

- 10 0.5 

-15 0.33 

-20 0.25 
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Current Fuel Load 
 
BPZ scrub / leaf…….…/……….t/ha 

Topography  - flat / undulating / steep slope (> 5°) 

 
HSZ scrub / leaf….……/………….t/ha 

Topography - flat / undulating / steep slope (> 5°) 

 

 

Scrub and Tree Structure Ratings 

The scrub structure rating and tree structure rating will provide some guidance 

as to the level of senescence and the potential percentage of available fuel 

that each vegetation type will provide to a bush fire.   

 

 

Fuel (Vegetation) 

1 What is the separation 
distance between the 
Hospital and the 
predominant vegetation? 

                       Metres 

2 Do you know how long it 
had been since the native 
vegetation in the 
immediate vicinity of the 
Hospital (within 1 km) has 
been burnt? 

 

…………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………. 

3 How much leaf litter (depth 
of leaf litter) is present on 
the ground in the HBPZ 
and HHSZ?  (refer to the 
rear of the FESA visual 
fuel load guide) 

 

………………mm =  …………………….t/ha. 

4 Describe the native 
vegetation of the area near 
the hospital (see guide 
below) 

 

………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………… 

5 Is the areas grazed in the 
vicinity of the hospital? 
If yes, Is it heavily grazed? 

 

…………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………. 
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Trees 

A rating of 27 indicates that the tree is healthy with a growing crown.  Trees 
within this rating are likely to have few if any bole hollows or broken limbs with 
hollows.  These trees are likely to not pose any additional threat other than 
ember production during a bush fire.  A rating of 12 indicates that the tree is 
commencing the senescent phase of its life cycle.  There may be a number of 
bole hollows and broken limbs with hollows.  These trees pose an increased 
threat to the Hospital as they may catch alight during a bush fire from ember 
attack and also produce embers.  A rating of 3 indicates that the tree is in 
decline and is more likely to have bole damage, bole hollows and limbs that 
have a predisposition to either dropping limbs or to catch alight during a bush 
fire from ember attack and also produce embers.  The lack of soundness of 
trees in this condition may threaten to the Hospital during a bush fire. 
 
 
Tree structure (crown) 
 
 

27 Crown is around 1/3 the height of the tree  
Crown is equal height and width  
Crown is dense with many leaves covering all limb 
Bole and limbs basically sound and undamaged 

12 Crown is less than 1/3 the height of the tree 
Crown is less than the height and width ratio 
Crown is dense with many leaves 
Boles may contain a number of hollows and broken limbs which are 
hollow 

3 Crown is significantly less than 1/3 the height of the tree 
Crown is not equal height and width 
Crown is sparse with many limbs exposed and few leaves 
Bole likely to have some damage, bole hollows and limbs that have 
a predisposition to either dropping limbs or to catch alight during a 
bush 

 
Height of average tree crown - BPZ - …………m    HSZ - ………..m 
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Tree structure 

 

 

1. Crown is around 1/3 the height of the tree 
2. Crown is equal height and width 
3. Crown is dense with many leaves covering all 

limbs 
 
Trunk is sound 
 
Each component is rated up to 3 e.g.  
Crown is around 1/3 the height of the tree – Yes = 
3 
Crown is equal height and width - Yes = 3, No = 2 
or 1 
Crown is dense with many leaves covering all limb 
– Yes = 3, No = 2 or 1 
 
Total 3x3x3 = 27 

 

1. Crown is less than 1/3 the height of the tree 
2.  Crown is less than the height and width ratio 
3 Crown is dense with many leaves 

 
Trunk is basically sound with some potential 
damage 
 
Each component is rated up to 3 e.g.  
Crown is less than 1/3 the height of the tree Yes 
= 3 
Crown is less than the height and width ratio – 
Yes =2 
Crown is dense with many leaves Yes = 3, No = 2 
 

Total 3x2x2 = 12 

 

 

1. Crown is significantly less than 1/3 the height 
of the tree 

2. Crown is not equal height and width 
3. Crown is sparse with many limbs exposed 

and few leaves 
 
Trunk can be sound or damaged 
 
Each component is rated up to 3 e.g.  
Crown is significantly less than 1/3 the height of 
the tree - Yes = 1 
Crown is not equal height and width – Yes = 1 
Crown is sparse with many limbs exposed and few 
leaves – Yes = 1 
 
 
Total 1x1x1 = 3 
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Scrub 

A rating of mature or over mature for the scrub indicates that the vegetation 

requires renewal, particularly in the BPZ.  A rating of growing indicates that 

the dead foliage needs to be pruned from the plant and removed from the 

area. 

 

Scrub structure rating  

Young Young & growing 

Growing Basically green foliage but up to 20% may be dead 

Mature Foliage may be up to 50% dead 

Over mature Foliage over 50% dead 

 

Average height of scrub (m) – BPZ - …………m    HSZ - ………..m 

 
Scrub structure 
 

 

 

1. Young & growing 
2. Green 
3. Foliage is sparse & generally low 
4. Easy to walk through 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rating = Young 
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1. Still growing, but may have flowered 
and set seed 

2. Basically green foliage but up to 20% 
may be dead 

3. Foliage is moderately fine in structure 
4. Mixed size classes of scrub vegetation 
5. Medium density 
6. Moderately easy to walk through 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rating = Growing 
 

 

1.  Many plants starting to mature  
2. Foliage may be up to 50% dead 
3. Foliage is moderately fine with some 

coarse material 
4. Mixed size classes of scrub vegetation 
5. Dense and/r continuous vegetation layer 
6. Difficult to walk through 
 
Rating = Mature 
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1.Many plants mature and commencing 
physiological decline 

2. Foliage over 50% dead 
3. Foliage is moderately coarse with some 

fine material 
4. Mixed size classes of scrub vegetation 
5. Dense continuous vegetation 
6. Difficult to walk through 
 
Rating = Over mature 
 

 
 

 

Land Use    

1 What is the main use of the land adjacent (up to 1km 
around the hospital) to the hospital e.g. grazing, lifestyle, 
conservation? 

G / L / C 

2 Does this land use increase the risk of a bush fire 
attacking the hospital buildings? 

 

3 Other than perimeter firebreaks are there any fire breaks 
or tracks intersecting the hospital grounds? 

 

3 Are there any land management practices that could be 
used to mitigate against the rapid spread of the fire? 
Describe: ……………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………….. 
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Further Comments 

 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Only complete if specifically required 

Sketch Plan 
Approximate scale 1: 0.25 m  1: 0.5 m  1: 1 m  1: 2m 
 1: 5m 

 

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

                    

 

Legend: 

Road, track or firebreak (Black) ------  Building or structure (Black)   

Tree (Black)    ☼ Clumps of shrubs    

Potential Impact zone on the Hospital   Oval (Green)   

 

 

 


